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WILSON ACCEPTS MEDIATION, BUT SAYS HUERTA MUST GO;
3,000 AMERICANS HELD AS HOSTAGES; THEIR LIVES IN PERIL

Envoys of Brazil, Argentina and Chile
Will Try to Induce Dictator to Yield,

but Have Misgivings About
Success of Mission.

WAR PREPARATIONS TO GO ON

President Tells Diplomats That Plans for Peace
Will Fail if Mexicans Commit Overt Act

During Negotiations.

The United States agreed yesterday to accept a proposal from
Brazil, Argentina and Chile to mediate in Mexico.

President Wilson .stipulated that the plan must include the
elimination of Huerta, and the restoration of constitutional gov-

ernment in Mexico.

It was added that in the event of any act of aggression by Mexico
the United States will take any military steps it deems wise.

Preparations' for war continue unabated pending the negotiations.
The policy of Huerta apparently is to hold 3,000 American

men in Mexico as hostages. Huerta is permitting only women and
children to leave the city.

Scores of Americans, including women, have been dragged from
trains on the way to Vera Crux and held prisoners.

Refugees at Vera Cruz say three American railroad men have
been killed by Mexicans at Cordova. .

While Villa is professing friendship for the United States he is
throwing up intrenchments at Juarez.

The gunboat Norfolk landed marines at Guaymas, on the
Pacific coast, and took the place without firing a shot.

MEDIATION PLAN ACCEPTED
BY WILSON WITH CONDITION

President Stands to Original Demand for Elimina-
tion of Gen. Huerta and Return of

Constitutional Government.

WASHINGTON", April 25. The United States Government hus consented
to mediate its dllit!rencis with Mexico, and steps already have been taken to ob-

tain Huerta's consent to such a settlement of the crisis.
This nnexictoil turn of a flu Irs came tills evening as a result of an offer

liy Brazil, Chile ami the Argentine Republic to use their good unices to bring
flmut mediation. This Government Immediately accepted In the bo( that the
proposals to l advanced by the South American republics may prove "feoslhle
and prophetic of a new day of mutual cooperation and confidence In America."

While arceptins. President Wilson Imposed conditions of his own. One
of these was that no solution of the erlalH will be acceptable to the United;
States which does not protide for the elimination of Huert and the restoration
of constitutional ro eminent in Mexico.

The demand for a salute to the flag by way of reiinnitloii, which Is the
Immediate cause of the present crisis, apparently does not tlgure In the media- -
Hon pnp-!i- K It Is so completely overshadowed by the proposal to eliminate
Huerta and establish constitutional government, that It probably would he
disregarded by this Government In the event of a successful conclusion of
the larger Issues.

There was a suggestion that the South American Governments had
rominluncntcd with Huerla Itefore they offered their service to the I'nltel
State,. This suggestion was based chiefly on the belief that the I'nlted States

uld not have consented to mediation on a question of national honor unless
some assurances had lieen received that It would at least Ih? considered by
Huerta. What will be Huerta's attitude, now that the United States has il

ilrnstlc conditions, could only be conjectured here It was
that the South American diplomats had misgivings about the result.

Involves All Factions.
Hut the mediation promised by Argentina, Urazll and Chile Is not a

matter sok-l- between the United States Government and Huerta. It involves
nil factions in Mexico. ISefore success can ho hoped for It and any Internal
leorsiiutzatlon brought about the consent of Currunzn, Zapata and other fact-

ional leaders must be obtained.
In the meantime the United States will not draw back nn Inch from the

military operations already under way. In fact, the President Hiieelflenlly
reserves the right to move Immediately In the event of any act of aggression
'n the part of Huerta and his forces. He urges haste upon the representatives
'f the Smith American Governments If any good is to bo expected from the

negotlatldiis.
ISefore he would consent to mediation President Wilson stipulated that

the proceeding should In no wise Involve this Government In a recognition
f Huerta.

Throughout the day developments showed that the Administration clearly
twos aside the Tampleo flag Incident and the Insult to national honor iion
which U has based It's action thus far and Is willing to make certain sacrifices
In thai connection In order to accomplish the original purpose of Its .Mexican
Hi. y. the elimination of Huerta.

Criticism Is Expected.
The new move of the Wilson Administration was so sudden that Washing-- I

'll Iims innlly had time to make up its mind what it really thinks of the press
v . yi I" filing, I liens is iihei.v in uu n nimi uiimiwn w vpiunjii in v.ouKifK;,

nm members will criticise the President for having consented to any negotln- -

I'.'ie. which iio not Involve a flat surrender by Huerta on all of the original de- -

l in l.
Others will contend that the President has gained a decided tactical

Mwiwaue. There Is no doubt thnt If Huerta will consent to suspend hostilities
""tiding .1 consideration of the mediation proposals, It will help the Wilson
"'(ministration out of a very embarrassing situation,

Ml day reports have lieen (muring Into Washington of uprisings and
'I'lM'.-e- s upon Americana In Mexico. The attacks were not confined alone to

territory controlled by Huerta. From nil sections of Mexico came the
Mine story attacks uvm American Consulates, stoning and mobbing of Amerl- -

in (li vem, the arrest of American citizens, Including 12." women and ehll-rif- ti

who ere removed from the rescue train which bore Charge O'Shaiigh- -

t..,y to it;i crur. and held as hostages. ,

'Ihe spark that had been kindled In Mexico. city Heemod to have, spread
J'lK' over the entire republic, and the Wllnon Administration was face to
"" wltli rlio alarming prospect of a massacre of Americans and the Immediate

us.es. iiy f despatching naval forces Inland as rescue parties.

U. 8. Not Prepared.
' s a fnrt nilmlttcd by army men with regret thnt the United Stated Is

M lrp.ired to face such a situation. There has been too much delay In the
U(J ' of 1 oops to Vera Cruz to back up tho navy nnd the marines In any
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South America's Offer of Mediation and the Reply of
President Wilson.

offer cn the part of Brazil. Argentina and Chile to act as mediators in the dispute between
THE United States and President Huerta and President Wilson's acceptance of the offer arc

given in the following communications made public at Washington last night:
"LEGATION OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

"WASHINGTON. April 25. 1914.
"Mr. Secretary of State:

"With the purpose of subserving the interests of peace and civilization in our continent and
with the earnest desire to prevent any further bloodshed to the prejudice of the cordiality and union
which have always surrounded the relations of the Governments and peoples of America, we. the
plenipotentiaries of Brazil, Argentina and Chile, duly authorized thereto, have the honor to tender
to your Excellency's Government our good offices for the peaceful and friendly settlement of the con-

flict between the United States and Mexico.
"This offer puts in due form the suggestions which we had the occasion to offer heretofore on the

subject to the Secretary, to whom we renew the imurances our highest and most distinguished con-

sideration. "B. DA GAMA.

"R. S. NAON,

"EDO. SUAREZ MUJICA."

To this message President Wilson, through Secretary of State Bryan, sent the following reply:
"Th Government of the United States is deeply sensible of the friendliness, the good feeling

and the generous concern for. the peace and welfare of America manifested in the joint note just "re-

ceived from your Excellencies tendering the good offices of your Governments to effect, if possible, a

settlement of the present difficulties between the Government of the United States and those who now.
claim to represent our sister republic of Mexico. Conscious of the purpose with which the proffer is

made, this Government does not feel at liberty to decline it. Its own chief interest is in the peace of

America, the cordial intercourse of her republics and her people and the happiness and prosperity which

can spring only out of frank, mutual understanding and the friendship which is created by common

purpose. The generous offer of your Governments is therefore accepted. This Government hopes

most earnestly that you may find those who speak for the several elements of the Mexican people

willing aMl ready to discuss terms of satisfactory and therefore permanent settlement. you

should find them willing this Government will be glad to take up with you for discussion in the

frankest and most conciliatory spirit any proposals that may be authoritatively formulated and will

hope that they may prove feasible and prophetic of a new day of mutual cooperation and confidence

in America.
"This Government feels bound in candor io say that, its diplomatic relations with Mexico being

for the present severed, it is not possible for it to make sure of an uninterrupted opportunity to cany
out the nlan of intermediation which you propose. It is, of course, possible that some act oi ag- -

eression the part of those who control the military forces Mexico might oblige the United State?
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Huerta Is Permitting Americans to
Leave Capital Who

Escape Largely Women
and Children

REFUGEES GET OUT DISGUISED

Word Reaches Vera Cruz That American Club in

Mexico City Has Set: on Fire---Marine- s

Take Guavmas

NEW RIOTING IN MEXICO CITY
Wammn'i njv. Aril '(! i Miutlay. A. M.I

Secretary Uryaii oitlcial mciigcs from Vera Cm
saying there had been new nnd nmiv sorli.-.i- rioting In Mexico olt.

Mr. Itryaii regarded the situation disclosed by iXw messages
very grave.

He declined to make the uicsa;.'c.- -' public They contained Information
the effect that two Americans hud been k'llcd Mexico city.

was of Mr. ltryim's reiiiMil make the facts
public. ut was assumed lliar he regarded th; developments lis

unfavorable to the mediation plan.
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